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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

153

Name(s) of African providing account:

Ibrahim = Abraham = Sambo

Date account recorded:

1797

Date account first published:

1998

Date of entry creation or last update:

20 September 2021

Source:
“Memoir of Abraham,” translated into English and edited by Erika Huber from
the German-language manuscript (Moravian Archives, Winston-Salem, North Carolina), and
printed on p. 309–11 in A SEPARATE CANAAN: THE MAKING OF AN AFRO-MORAVIAN
WORLD IN NORTH CAROLINA, 1763-1840 by Jon F. Sensbach. Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture. Copyright © 1998 by the
University of North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation by Erika Huber –
p. 309:
“Memoir of Abraham
Our Dear Brother Abraham, otherwise called Sambo, a Negro from the Mandingo Nation on the
coast of African Guinea, was born about the year 1730. It appears that his father was a respected
man among his countrymen. Through diligent praying he established a religious way of thinking
himself, though this was mixed with heathen superstition. When he grew up and was already
father of several children, he went to war like others in the frequent hostilities with the
neighboring tribes. In one of those wars be was wounded severely in head and face and was
taken prisoner, and then sent back to his father with mutilated ears. He, the father, became so
angry about this that he stirred the inhabitants of the community to another war to get his
revenge. They started at once, and Sambo, wounded though he was, did not let them keep him
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from following them. Now he was taken prisoner for the second time and sold to European slave
traders, who brought him to the West Indies and sold him on a French island. He was there for
several years. Later he was brought to Virginia. In August of 1770 his master [Sensbach: H.
Lyon] intended to sell him again and brought him with two other Negroes to Brother Herbst
(tanner here). For several days they stayed under his supervision. One of them was sold to Hope
not far from here, was baptized and called Paul. In the beginning Brother Herbst was not willing
to keep one of them, because at that time already there were important reasons for not keeping
any Negroes in the Salem Community. However, his attenp. 310:
tion was called mainly to Sambo, who seemed to be of good humor, and who perhaps could be
won for the Lord, and he could not get rid of this thought. Therefore he decided to pay the price
for him and to keep him here for a time on approval. At that time Sambo suffered severely from
the Guinea worm on his big toe, which had to be taken off. For quite a while he stayed in his
former heathen ways and mores. We could not give him the right instruction because he
understood only his native language and a little French. After he had been here for three years,
he ran away from his master quite unexpectedly, but was, however, returned to Salem, after he
had suffered much from hunger, and of his own free will he admitted that he ought to be
punished. Since that time he started to think about the status of his soul, attended diligently the
Congregation meetings, and was eager to learn German and verses. He asked the Brethren how
one can become happy eternally, and his attention was called to the Gospel, that a poor and
oppressed sinner through faith in Jesus Christ can be relieved from the burden of sins and
sinning. Still some time passed until he learned to see himself as the poorest sinner and to realize
this evil. Finally, however, he came to the thorough perception of his lost condition, and
admitted openheartedly and repentantly to a Brother what a slave of sin he had been up to now
and how much he would like to be saved and become happy. It was a comforting word for him
that Jesus Christ had come into this world to make sinners happy. He prayed to the Lord for
mercy and pardon. We took special care of him, and he paid attention to the exhortations of the
Brethren. Since we noted distinctly that his heart had truly changed and that he was longing for
the washing of his sins with the blood of Christ, he received holy baptism through our dear
Brother Graff on December 26, 1780, and afterwards we saw with joy that he had not received
the mercy of God in vain. In June of 1787 he received the Holy Communion, and he received it
in the perception of Jesus Christ and himself. Simple like a child, he kept to the Lord and he
testified daily that he would always ask that the Lord would cleanse him now with his blood. He
had some weaknesses in his character, which required the patience of his master and all those
who were around him. On the whole he was loved by the congregation and recognized as a
special example of the mercy of Jesus Christ. He enjoyed the news from our missions in the
West Indies very much, thought of it daily in his prayer, and, also contributed to his part.
On July 30, 1785, he married Sarah, at present his widow, about whose soul he was very
troubled, and he often mentioned his concern about her unhappy state of heart. Though he could
hardly express himself in matters
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p. 311:
concerning his soul, he used opportunities to announce to other Negroes the truths of the Gospel.
On March 27 he became sick and showed at once that at this time he would go to the
Lord, to which he was looking forward. It was really edifying to see him with his pains which he
felt mainly in his abdomen, so quiet, patient, and free from all fright of death, yea, the calmness
and the wellbeing of his soul sparkled in his countenance. When he was asked what would be
mainly comforting to him, he prayed like a child the verse: The blood and righteousness of
Christ are my adornment and dress of honor.
He asked to be blessed before his death, which happened on April 6, 1797, and on the 7th
he passed away calmly, at the age of about 60 years.”
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